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0 On Octoberd, 1T | arrived in Japan with a view to pursue
my doctoral study in the field of animal production under
special doctoral program of United Graduate School of
Agricultural Science, Gifu University with a placement at
Shizuoka University. It was my first touch to Japan although |
have visited some other countries before. To say, a new social
life has started form Nagoya Airport just after arriving. Inside
airport, nothing hesitate me but a new dimension in everyday
life first embarrassed me with the complexity of railway station,
which | overcome with the help of one Bangladeshi post
doctoral research fellow at Nagoya University. Fortunately, |
was informed the name of trains available for Shizuoka station
by my honorable supervisor, Professor Dr Makoto Mori. But
the array of rail lines and similarity in structure of all
shinkansen trains puzzled me to catch the right one due to
mainly language barrier. Anyway, | reached Shizuoka station by
using a shinkansen express train where | have been welcomed
by my kind supervisor but | had to count a little bit fine for
enjoying the reserve seat in lieu of ordinary one and which was
impossible to correct due to burden of my heavy luggage.

O During past seven months of my stay in Japan, a lot of new
things and situations | faced but everything happened in the first
month of staying, will be unforgettable to me for long time. If |
have been asked to say the most difficult thing for a newcomer
foreigner in Japan, | must mention the language barrier in social
life. Undoubtedly | will tell that everything is available for a
secured and comfortable life in Japan. Every people are over
kind than the need to help the foreigner but sometimes
mismatches of language make them shy. Hopefully, the young
generation seems me to mitigate the language gap which make
the foreigners life very enjoyable here. Fortunately, my teachers
and all lab mates are very good to communicate in English and |
feel myself happy for that. To make my social life very easier,
my supervisor kindly permitted me to attend the Japanese
language class twice in a week along with my laboratory works.

r

Now | am able to communicate in Japanese for the very basics
of my social life.

O Outside the dormitory, | first acquainted with Japanese foods
during my welcomed party arranged by my teacher and lab
mates. This was the first day to take raw fish taste and its eating
procedure. | was also become familiar with traditional Japanese
restaurant and its food service system by the generous lunch
offer of my supervisor during our first tour at outside the
Shizuoka city. The difficulty in my every day life was to cope
with the new laboratory schedule which was different from our
country system. Day after day | am becoming accustomed to
every step of Japanese life and feeling very comfortable rather
than strange. Just one month later of my arrival, | got an
opportunity to be attached with a Japanese host family to share
many of my social views and this was mediated by a volunteer
social organization called® SAKURA” . Really, | am so pleased
with their activities as it is so far leaded by the very cultured
and kind aged women. No doubt to say that activities of this
organization made me relief from my strong homesickness.

0 The neat and clean Japan along with its unique environmental
beauty impressed me most. Few days ago, | feel the extreme
natural charm of Japan decorated by cherry flower] in Japanese
called sakurald which made the Shizuoka city like a big sakura
garden and it was beyond my imagination. The sign of
punctuality, sincerity, honesty and patriotism is easily sensible
starting from the under ground road to activities done inside the
high-rise building. Time and schedule maintenance by trains,
buses and timely accomplishment of different meeting or
business works are the sign of real punctuality ever seen in my
short life. | think these are the principles that | can exercise
along with framed research work to make my life more active.
The very rich road and communication system overcoming the
natural barrier like mountain and seas is of course a
mentionable feature of Japanese technology and Japan
their

modernization. | am happy to get the opportunity of becoming a

Government to mention self development and

temporary resident of Japan and enjoy the Japanese facilities.

O Actually, 1 am a teacher of Poultry Science at Bangladesh

Agricultural  University, Mymensingh in my country,

Bangladesh. | have a dream to build up my career in the
responsible field, particularly in the area of interaction between



environmental pollution and poultry production in Bangladesh,
which is now very vulnerable and important issue in animal
agriculture of Bangladesh. | am thankful to almighty Allah for
His bless to satisfy my dream and now | am working in the
same field under the scholastic guidance of my supervisor. His
cordial research guidance and kind emotion to me and to my
family welfare indebting me day by day. | would like to express
my heartfelt thanks and gratefulness to the authority of United
Graduated School of Agricultural Science, Gifu University for
permitting me to study under this course. Lastly, | want to
remember the financial support of Japanese Government
through monbukagakusho scholarship program.

MD. Sharoare Hossain
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O To study effect of fatty acids bound to bovine serum albumin
on sprem motility, acrosome reaction and viability; semen
sample will be treated without BSA as control, BSA-FAF and
BSA-Fraction V as treatment group. To study the effect of
addition of fatty acids to culture medium on motility, acrosome
reaction and viability, semen sample will be treated without
fatty acids as control group and fatty acids as treated group. For
each group, one ml of anabiosed sperm will be preincubated
one hour to swim-up and then incubated for O0-O hour.
Diluted semen will be collected from Nagano Animal Industry
Experiment station, Nagano, Japan. Sample will be cetnrifuged,
after that supernatant will be removed form each tube carefully.
After that sperm will be swim-up properly. Motility will be
determined subjectively on the basis of speed progression and
on the type of forward movement of sperm under phase contrast
microscope. To evaluate acrosome reaction, triple staining
method will be followed. Acrosome reaction and viability of
sperm will be evaluated from randomly selected fields until
desired number of sperm has been examined.

(0 To assess metabolic activities of sperm will be incubated
with respective isotope. Just after completion of specific
incubation period, the metabolic reaction of spermatozoa will
be stopped by measurement of radioactivity. The acid insoluble
materials will be washed and dried over night, after drying; the
filtered papers will be transferred into respective scintillation
vials. To study mechanism of fatty acids on sperm activities,

CAMP production, calcium influx and G-protein level will be
determined.

O At present | am doing first part of my experiment, that is,
effect of fatty acids bound to bovine serum albumin on sperm
motility, acrosome reaction and viability. Within few days | am
expecting to complete this part of my experiment.

MD. Rashidul Islam
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0 Japan is now the super power in the world in terms of
economy, industry, education and research. In every sphere in
the world congress i.e. United Nations, Japan is now playing
role as representative mostly in favor of the developing
countries. It is noticeable that Japan is one of the important
donor countries and contribute to development of every sector
of the developing nations in the world. Specially Japan has been
contributing remarkably in every sector including education and
research of my country Bangladesh. As part of that
contribution, | come in Japan for my higher stud{] Ph.D.00 with
Japanese Government Monbukagakusho scholarship under the
United Graduate School of Agricultural Science of Gifu
in October,[0TT] and studying
Laboratory of Plant

University, Japan in the

Pathology, Faculty of Agriculture,
Shizuoka University, Japan under the guidance of Professor
Shinji Tsuyumu. In a mean time, | passed about seven months
here in Japan. My family i.e. my daughter and my wife already
joined with me in last February.

O I here mentioned my feelings and view about my life in Japan :
Social life:

O The society of Japan is well organized with its own norms
and customs. People here can live with social safety and
interactions. As foreigner, | and my family are now enjoying
our everyday life and trying to learn the social rules and
regulations. | have been living in,Shizuoka- shi, Suruga-ku,
Oshika O 11417 for the last six months. We have a very good
relation with our neighbors and we are exchanging our views
with them though it is very difficult to communicate with every
person due to language barrier. The accommodation facilities
are excellent and highly comfortable for living. The supply of
water, gas and electricity and garbage collection i.e. municipal

facilities are really fantastic. Within the city we usually use



bicycle and sometimes buses for our movement from one place
to another. The insurance facilities for the foreign students and
their family is undoubtedly a great plan. The banking and postal
services also well planned and that is easy to use for the foreign
students.

Family life:

O I have been enjoying my family life inspite of busy and tight
schedule for my academic and research. |1 and my family
members visit some places within this city in the holidays for a
while.We gather some new ideas and knowledge from our visit
in that places and from the interactions with the native visitors.
We also enjoy with Japanese food everyday though we can
take some Bangladeshi foods here.

Children education and other facilities:

O The facilities for the children education, playing and
recreation are also noticeable. My daughter has got admission in
HoikuenO day care center(] and she has been enjoying her life
there. So far | know that there are some programs where the
parents can social interactions to each other . The treatment and
other allowances also provided by the municipal authority for
my child.

Natural beauties:

O The geographical location of Japan is a gift from the God.
The natural sceneries along the mountains and sea beach make
me atheistic and we enjoy these natural beauties. We enjoyed
the cherry blossom that is an important parameters for ending of
cold winter and starting of beloved spring. Splendid views of
mountains, field and gardens all blanketed the gentle pink
abound in this season.

Life as a Student:

O | am a student here though | engage in teaching at university
level in Bangladesh. | have been enjoying my student life with
doing experiment, attending in the seminar, reading articles and
interactions with lab members in regard to research from the
very beginning of my arrival here. The laboratory of Plant
Pathology, Shizuoka University i.e. the research group of
Professor Shinji Tsuyumu has been studying the molecular
genetics of plant pathogenic bacteria mostly Erwinia spp. and
Xanthomonas spp. As part of my doctoral course research |
have been assigned to work on “ Regulatory mechanisms
involved in the regulation of pathogenicity-related genes of
Xanthomonas oryzae pv. oryzae” by my academic advisor Prof.
Tsuyumu. | have been learning new molecular biology
techniques and apply these techniques in my study for the last
few months.Most of the members of our Laboratory are quite
acquainted with the modern techniques of molecular biology. |
think that Tsuyumu's laboratory has a dynamic research group

and every year this laboratory published O - O papers in the
world famous journals related to our research field. | strongly
believe that | will be able to do a good piece of research work
and published in the good journals by the end of my course. It
would be also pleasant to me if | can contribute to the research
in the similar field in my country.

Interactions with Supervisor:

O It is known to all that Professor Shinji Tsuyumu is a world
famous scientist and he has to be busy with so many works
everyday. Not only that he is also a very good friend,
philosopher and guide of a student. He take care of my research
activities most of the time and asked me about my family life.
Quite frankly, he is like a father of a student. | am really happy
and feel proud to work with him in his laboratory.
Interactions with Lab. Members:

O There are more than (11 students including O post-doctoral
fellows and 0O doctor course students. We are O foreign
students in Prof. Tsuyumu's lab. So it is important to interact
with lab members and it is the best way to exchange views and
ideas in regard to our research. | always try to maintain a good
and harmonious relationship with all the members of our lab.
The Japanese students are very friendly and behave nicely with
the foreign students. | always learn about Japanese culture and
norms from them.

O In conclusion, | feel proud to get the opportunity to study in
Japan and | am also happy to know the Japanese education
systems, culture, social life and others. | hope that the rest of
my study period will be enjoyable for my study and other
activities concerning my daily life.

Harlinda Kuspradini
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01 came from Indonesia. | came to Japan on October [TTT].
So this month is O " month | have been living in Japan. | came
to here to get my Doctoral Program in the United Graduate
School of Gifu University. | have been doing the experiments
about wood, technology of timber and non-timber forest in
Indonesia since (ITTJ. In my doctoral program, | am trying to
extensive my skill by conducting a research about wood
discoloration. In my country, there are so many fancy-wood but

the maintenance about coloration still less. This condition is



interesting for me. So, that's why | will make an effort to study
this case.

O This is my new experience for me to study in abroad and |
find so many things in here. Not only in my laboratory but also
in my daily activity outside Gifu University.

O In my laboratory, | meet all the member. They are very nice
and helpful. They will pleasure to help me even | cannot speak
Japanese. It is surprised me, because at the first time | think |
will face the problem about language. Luckily, | meet people
that would like to communicate with me in English. So, my
first problem in the laboratory has solved. Besides, | am glad
that my supervisor let me to study Japanese language. So, now
I try to understand and speak Japanese little by little.

O My daily activity is going well too. Even | have to face so
If | face the
problem, my friends or supervisors will be there and ready to

many problem, | can solve the problem well.
help me. Whenever | ask them, they will be pleasure. Of
course my study in here will be going well, because right now
my family live together with me. It is one of motivation.

O Being a doctoral program student has changed my daily life,
my activities. There are more responsibilities must be done.
Satisfy data through a good experiment must be obtained in a
very limited time. During O months, | have to leran and make
experiment. Trial and error is always done, but it doesn't make
me become sad. However, experiment is always a new thing
for me, where there are so many things must be learnt in each
experiment. | should think the way and following the ideas of
my supervisor. However, it is a very good practice for me to
doing the best. Once again, | am a lucky person, | am glad to
have kind supervisors. They always make a support and give
me some good advices.

— Meerak Jomkhwan
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O 1 arrived to Shizuoka city on October O" last year with
comfortably transportation from Narita airport to Shizuoka even
I could not speak Japanese. It was my first time traveling to
abroad, however | was not anxious or under any pressures. |
was realized myself was in the final destination when | heard
the announcement on the Shinkansen that next station was
Shizuoka. It was a bit different from my imagine before as |

found from Internet. There are not green tea gardens in
everywhere as | think and the city is similar to Bangkok. By the
way | have been impressived by this city since then.

O After the first month passed, | felt the atmosphere here is
nice. The weather was really great in autumn. It was not too
cold but not hot at all. | was discouraged in the winter. It was
really cold and rain sometimes. But | was falling in love to
Japan again when spring came. | have never seen real sakura
before in my life. Moreover, when one flowers gone then the
others bloomed again. | can travel by bicycle to everywhere and
there is no pollution. | also enjoyed spending time with friends
from over the world in the University International Resident
where we call * Kikan'O OO QOOOOOOQOOODOOO.
O1 have to admit that | was afraid to communicate with
Japanese people before. Because of unique cultures and they
stick in their self-discipline. However, after | started my
experiments | know | was wrong. All are nice, kind, and always
help me. The Japanese students in my laboratory and in the
university are not different from Thai people. We exchanged
our opinions and experiences to each other. The people out side
the university also really good. | have a Japanese host family
O we call them Sakuara-club) , who guided me how to live in
Japan.

0 Until now, | have done my doctor research for more than O
months. Almost experiments are new for me and | have to learn
from my colleagues. It was difficult at the beginning because
we could not contact by English. Do not think the Japanese
students do not speak English. It was just because my poor
English and Japanese skills. But finally we understood whatever
we wanted to communicate by a common sense. | try to
understand all my research as much as possible by listen to the
students in the laboratory even they are younger than me. |
think it does not matter who is older or younger but ability and
knowledge is more important. | honest respect their opinions.

0O When | was asked to write this report | just realized that |
have already spent [0 months in Japan. It is true that “ Time
goes very quickly” . I might be enjoy everyday in Shizuoka and
forgot to count how long | stay here. | feel it was yesterday |
came here.

O Lastly, I would like to say thank you to everyone, especially
the Japanese Government, who gave me a good opportunity to
my life by studying here today.
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Akond ASM Golam Masum
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O My first impressions of Gifu University were formed long
before | even mate with my supervisor of master's course in
Bangladesh. | informed about this university from my senior
Then |

Monbukagakusho scholarship and got the

colleague and introduced me with my supervisor.
applied for
opportunity to study here.

O It has been more than three years since | arrived in Japan. |
still remember the day | took vacation from my job and said
goodbye to my wife, son, mother and friends. | could not speak
a word of Japanese when | arrived in Japan, so | was at a loss
about what to do in my life and studies in this new place and
society. Then, | asked some international students who arrived
some years before me in Japan for advice. They said with a
smile to me; “ Don't worry, you can make it!”

O Now, | am doing experiments refining Genetics and Plant
Breeding Laboratory. When | am stuck during my experiments,
| asked the other students for help. When | use the equipment
and chemicals, | check if it's available or not, then | use it. |
discuss my test results with my supervisor. On these occasions,
I have to communicate with laboratory staff in English and
some Japanese words.

O | suppose that my Japanese has improved from that of a year
ago, but 1 still sometimes cannot communicate well with

people. Because my Japanese words are composed out of
sequence, | make grammatical mistakes. The people
surrounding me are very patient with me. They try to

understand what | said so | really appreciate them.

O Living in Japan is thus something beyond expectations. It is
one of the rarest opportunities because here we can not only
fetch the desired academic ends, but also knowing the Japan's
developmental achievements. Within the University itself, as is
the case with anywhere else, we too enjoy the hospitality of the
people.

O It is not my intention to enumerate about the housing problem
for international student at this university. After staying in the
University's International House for a period of one year, one
has to move to a private accommodation. Searching for these
apartments is not easy, yet once we manage to find one by the
help of a fellow foreigner student, the landlord “ oyasan” does

not explain or we can't understand the contents of the contract.
However, by the time we're moving out of the apartment, we
incur a lot of unknown payments. Many foreigners living with
their families here are more often forced to reside in old and
dilapidated houses which are not so comfortable but cheap,
because to find a reasonable shelter would cost them a fortune.
We feel very lonely and isolated when we move into private
accommodations. Regardless of all the effort we put forth to
befriend our Japanese neighbors, we have come to realize that
most of our Japanese neighbors are usually not interested in the
foreigner next door. Although we are happy and proud to be a
student here to get a Doctorate degree.
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01 am Heri Dwi Putranto from Indonesia. | am attached to

Animal Science Department, Faculty of Aguriculture,
University of Bengkulu which is located in Sumatra island,
Indonesia. | hava been a Ph. D student of the United Graduate
School of Agricultural Science, Gifu University since April
[ITT7, just after gained my master degree from Graduate School
of Agriculture, Gifu University in MarchTTT].

O When | arrived at Kansai airport in April(TTT], | tought Japan
was as the same as another developed country | had been live
before. After a few days later, | had to reconstruct my first
impression about Japan and the people. Japan is one of
developed country on this world, undoubtedly yes it is. But in
another part, Japan has its own culture and pholosophy, an
ageless and respective traditional life style. The west and east
culture assimilation in Japanese life style makes my daily life
and study in Gifu so comfortable hitherto.

O To study animal reproductive physiology as my main
intention, | enrolled to Animal Reproduction Laboratory,
Faculty of Agriculture, Gifu University under the supervision of
the generous Professor Osamu Doi. Prof. Doi is also known as
the chairman of Japanese Study Group on Artificial
Reproduction of Endangered Animald] J-AREAL] a well known
and prestigious animal reproduction scientist society. During
my study, | have a bouncy interaction with another lab-
members, especially | am the only foreign student among them.
0 Doing some research and personified the result into a good
paper are my main concern for my next two years. To actualize
those eagerness, we arraged a mutualism amity with some
breeding institution across Japan. This cooperation framed to
receive the donation of serum, feces and urine samples or
reproductive organs from the zoos, zoological gardens and
safari parks and publiceze the reanimate issue to escalate public
comprehension on wild life and fauna conservation.

0 During my study, | went to several scientific meeting and
conference to present our research achievement. There were the
Xlth, XlIth and XIlIth annual meeting of J-Area O Gifu, [T117;
Ehime, [(TT17; Tokyo, (TT1101 , the Xlth Japanese Society of Zoo
and Wildlife Medicinel Obihiro,[(TTT10 the Indonesian-Central

Japan Scientific Meeting O Gifu, 1110 and the XIVth



Indonesian Scientific Conferenced Nagoya, (TTT10. Also | had
chances to visit some zoos such as Tokyo Ueno zoo, Kyoto city
zoo, Himeji city zoo and Nagoya Higashiyama zoo. It was very
interesting.

O | believe after complete my study in Japan | can return to my
home institution in Indonesia, share my experience and transfer
the useful reproduction knowledge to my students and
colleagues.

O1 am very grateful to the Monbukagakusho O Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology;
Government of Japan for the scholarship and opportunities.
And also would like to thank you the staff of Rendai office for
their assistances. My Professor, lab-members and the Japanese
neighbours are also very helpful and kindly heart. | have

learned a lot from them. Doumo arigatou gozaimashita.
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O 1 am in thed™ year of my Doctoral Program in the United
Graduate School of Gifu University, now. | graduated my

Master Course last year also in Gifu University, thus | have

been living in Japan more than O years. The O years period of
studying in the same University makes no significant problems
appear in my daily life during my study in this Doctoral
program. However, experiment is always a new thing for me,
where there are so many things must be learnt in each
experiment. The O years of time limit of doctoral program is
getting closer, but | have no publication, yet. This condition is
making me, and my Professor, in worry.

0 Beside the data that are gained from the experiment, the other
priority thing in writing a manuscript for publication for
foreigner students is the English, especially the grammar. My
manuscript was rejected by an American Journal, and as the
matter of fact, in my opinion, correcting is more difficult than
creating a manuscript. When the reviewers ask you to re-write
the manuscript in their point of view, the way they want, that's
the most difficult thing. Because, we must think the way they
do, following their ideas. However, it is a very good practice
for us to of creating a good and professional manuscript.

0 Being a doctoral program student has changed my daily life,
my activities. There are more responsibilities must be done.

Satisfy data through a good experiment must be obtained in a
very limited time. On the other hand, realizing that | have only
But,
unfortunately it is kind of possible because there are priorities to

a little time left, arising desires of try to do new things.
be done. By being a doctoral program student in the last O
year, | feel that time is running more faster and faster. Should
no time for a brake, it's not a good time for enjoying travels and
Japanese culture, because it's really a high pressure for me.

O I have been doing the experiments about soil physics, organic
matters and mulching for the last O years in Indonesia and
Japan. In my doctoral program, | am trying to extensive my
skill by conducting a research about soil solarization. In my
country, the dependence to chemical matters application in
controlling soil pathogens is very high, since the experiment by
using solar energy to control pathogens of soil is very limited.
This condition could threat the agriculture sustainability
program since the chemical contents application in long period
pollutes soil and the ecosystems. Moreover, the information of
soil solarization influence on soil physical properties, especially
in Indonesia is still insufficient. But, the analysis for observing
soil microbiology in this research is still a big problem, since

it's very new for me.
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Aditya Kulkarni

0000000000000000000

0000000000000000000
0 Coming to Japan was realization of a long cherished dream. 1|
was fascinated by Japanese stories. | longed to see the country
of those tales.
O I arrived in Shizuoka, Japan in October, (TTTJ as a research
student and then joined doctoral course in April (ITT]. | knew
three languages, as most of the Indians, English, Hindi-national
language and the mother-tongue which is different for people of
different states. My mother-tongue is Marathi. Yet it was
challenge to learn the Nihongo and it was difficult to survive
initially. During that phase | received parental care from my
supervisor for which | wish to thank him. Also, my colleagues
helped me out in many daily aspects of life to survive here.
Gradually, as | was able to understand the language, life became
more easy and enjoyable. The people of Shizuoka are very
warm-hearted and helping. In last couple of years, | have
developed a liking for Shizuoka. Especially, | like the climate,
nature, people and food in Shizuoka. Even in my recent India
visit, | missed my life in Shizuoka.

O Presently, I am working on the theme of “ Studies on



biological active compounds from herbs". Main aim of the
study is to isolate some new bioactive compounds from
different plant materials. In this regard, we are utilizing a new
method of extraction known as sub-critical water extraction. |
hope to get good research results in near future by using this
technique. | have really loved working in the laboratory as the
facilities are very good with easy access to almost everything
necessary for research. Furthermore, the atmosphere in the
laboratory is very friendly and conductive for research.

0 Fortunately, | have much time to concentrate on my research
work, as most administrative issues are quickly solved.

0 Even though communication is possible for me in daily life, |
attend Japanese language classes to be able to participate in
seminars, conferences in Japanese and also to facilitate life
around the university.

O Eventually, | would like to thank my supervisor Professor
Hideo Etoh for his guidance regarding my research problems. |
am grateful to the Dean of the United graduate School,
Professor Shinoda for his kindness and for making many things
easier for the Rendai students. | also sincerely want to extend
my appreciations to the Monbukagakusho which made
everything easier to pursue better study.

0 Memories of pleasant days in Shizuoka and Shizuoka
University will always remain fresh in my mind, wherever | go.

-
-
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O It has been there and half years since | first time came to
Sizuoka inI1TJ for continuing study. | had previously visited
Kyoto and Shizuoka in (ITTJ in the frame work of scientist
exchange program between JSPS] in the field of wood science]
and Indonesian Institute of Scienced] LIPICI Every moment has
precious time of growth and reflection, a time to interact new
community of academic people.

O I was first time here for a research student for a half year and
then completed my Master Degree in March (TT1] under the
supervision of Prof. Emeritus. Hiroaki Yoshida. | enrolled as
Doctoral Course Student in The United Graduate School of
Agricultural Sciences of Gifu University in April TTTJ under
the supervision of Prof. Kinji Taki. Both Master and Doctoral
Course was and is in being supported by Japanese Government
Scholarship O Monbukagakusho[J .

O 1 work in the laboratory of wood adhesion and now | have
already passed the first year of my doctoral course. As far as
my research is concerned, the area of interest of my research is
related to the bond performanece of tropical fast-growing tree
species.  This research is continuing study into estimate
potential bonding performance of bonded wood products,

especially for Indonesian fast-growing tree species. My

r

research is fully supported by Prof. Kinji Taki and Dr. Masaaki
Yamada, in particular in adhesive curing behavior and contact-
angle of wood surfase area of interest.

O As for my daily life in Shizuoka, it seems everything just
going well even though something language barrier become a
problem. In spite of | have been staying three and half years
here, | feel 1 am not good enough in speaking Japanese. In
reading hiragana and katakana character it is not the problem,
except kanji. In dealing with this matter, | have joined some
extra curricular activities organized by Shizuoka International
Student Centre.

O During my stay in Shizuoka, | found new atmosphere of
work spirit. In addition, during these three and half years, |
have been able to learn many things, not only about Japan and
Japanese people, but also about other people and their
respective cultures. | believe that the best experiences | have
had have been with the people in school or lab-mate are
wonderful people from whom | have learned virtue, patience,
hard-work and | am proud of having shared work and
experiences with them.

O Finally, 1 would like to express my sincere gratitude to Prof.
Kinji Taki and Dr. Masaaki Yamada for their supports and
valuable advices to my research. Very special thanks due to the

Monbukagakusho for their financial support during the study.
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Sadagopan Magesh
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O Since October [TT1T7, | have been in the Department of
Applied Bio-organic chemistry and Biochemistry. Now | am in
the second academic year of my doctoral course carrying out
my research in the field of carbohydrates based therapeutics. In
the last two years, | have lots of experiences to share with how
Japan made my life different from my country.

O Before making the move to Japan | had been working for
Reddys Laboratories, a leading India based multinational
pharmaceutical company, as a junior scientist after the
completion of my master degree in the pharmacy field. Before
coming to Japan | thought that there going to be some sort of
difficulty in adopting Japanese food and social life, which is
entirely different from my country but in fact, | found that ease
in taking up their culture and customs. In fact, Japanese food
has made a strong impression on me because of its taste and
healthiness.

OIn the first few months after arriving here, | attended a
Japanese language course and learned some basic Japanese
grammar and communication skills. 1 learned Japanese
character sets Katakana, Hiragana and a small subset (I about
(T Oof the Kanji characters but | am still a long way away from
Japanese language fluency. By any means, Japanese language
is very polite in style and not so hard to grasp, learning it can be
a source of great entertainment.

O In April CITTT7, | entered to doctoral course, thenceforth |1 am

continuing my research topic which was given by Prof. Kiso
and Prof, Ishida with whom | have been jointly working on. |
am extremely obliged to them for giving me freedom in
choosing the direction of research, along with a close
collaboration and steady flow of constructive suggestions has
resulted some really promising new ideas, not to mention an
incomparable learning experience. While working with both |
have also benefited from a refreshingly “ non-hierarchical”
academic environment, an educational model | strongly agree
with. There is little evidence of academic seniority or status
among students and professors in both groups with which I have
been collaborated to, making for a very communal atmosphere.
I strongly appreciate Post-Doctoral student, Doctoral students
and Master's students of my lab, Where one could easily be
forgiven for mistaking one for the other. | am very thankful to
my lab-mates namely Sawada, Takaku, Imamura for their
interpretership while signing my official documents. | would
also like to thank Prof Shigematsud Dept of BiomassCand Prof.
Tohru Suzuki O Genomic Researchd for their support in my
initial research. Overall, the research environment has been a
perfect match for my interestes: supportive, stimulating and
most importantly very challenging.

0 Outside of academics and research, my life in Japan has been
an ongoing learning process. | have been bombarded on a daily
basis by new sensations - people, weather, atmosphere etc.
There have been many exciting times like Home stay program,
Hanami, Hanabi, Toyota Tour and so on. | made friendship
with some good Japanese families through home stay program;
they are backing us in my stuff times in day-to-day life. | enjoy
outing with Japanese friends, particularly with my lab mates for
tennis and base ball match. Visiting to Japanese friends home
and sharing our views has always been a unique experience. On
other hand, Japan weather is highly uncertain; particularly
winter is unbearable to me, since | am from tropical country. |
have had developed an allergic rhinitis, which is hindering me
from normal healthy life. Social Life in Japan as of | feel,
probably does not exist much, this may be due to their busy
work schedule, I'm NOT making this up since | did not know
complete Japan. Rest, | amaze at many things in Japan like
train timings, advanced technology [ Automation(d], pachinko,
start-end protocol, individual discipline, safety etc.

0 Above all, the most exciting and thrilling moment was birth
of my baby girl. Becoming a farther is one's best experience in
life, in this sense my baby made my Japan life as unforgettable
one. For all the reasons | described above stated experience of
living and studying in Japan has been a very positive one | am
eagerly looking forward to my next few years in Japan.



0 Last, but not least | would like to express my deepest sense of
gratitude to Prof. Kiso and Prof. Ishida who made possible my
stay in Japan. | would like to extend my thanks to Japanese

government for MONBUSHO award for financial support.
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Joodobmoomuog

The common seminar (IT1] of Graduate students held at
National Norikura Youth House, Takayama, was really nice
arrangement by The United graduate School of Agriculture,
Gifu University. Contents of the seminar such as, lecture and
presentation of the students will help me to understand the
present research status and standard of research in my specific
field as well as another field of biological/agricultural sciences.
My participation will help me to consider for prepare
presentation slides and also style of presentation in future.

Among the lectures one tropic about 'writing scientific paper'
of Prof. Kazuhiro. Takamizawa is very helpful for all students,
and it would be better if in the future seminar it can be included
another lecture about "How to interpreate data and discuss the
results in a scientific article”. Dr.Onwona-Agyeman Siaw
presented another lecture about utilization of forestry and Ag.
Residue was interesting, more lecture can be included about
"Priority research area to obtain sustainable future™ As it is
seminar for a diversified group O studentsd, so the content
should be general and understandable to the participants and the
aim of the lecture's contents should be accelerate / enriched
student's research potentiality.

Student's presentation is another part of the Seminar, it was
helpful to understanding ongoing research of the graduate
students, and will be better to increase time from [ to1] min.
There should be a specific guide line about the contents of the
presentation such as- 'The present status of student's Research'
or only 'Research Plan', for the next time better can be give a
guideline to explain clearly about student's 'Research Plan &
Methodology' in their presentation, then it may will be helpful
to another student than that of results of the experiment.

The common seminar O general] (OTT1J was very helpful and
enjoyable for me. | got chance to mix with all participant
professors, Students and Staffs who made the seminar a very
successful one. | hope to join this kind of another seminar in
O ™ year of my graduate coursed ?(1 | wish to thanks all staffs
and professors of the Graduate School of Agriculture, Gifu
University.
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Impressions

I studied many different research areas by student's
presentation and lecture in this seminar. | usually study my
research area only, but this seminar gave me a chance to study
different research areas. To get a PhD smoothly, to study
special research theme thoroughly and to publish papers are
important, but for specialist of agricultural science, | think to
study natural science broadly is important too. So, this seminar
was very good chance to study agricultural science broadly.

Regarding to inspection of Gifu Prefectural Human Life
Technology Research Institute, | had very good impressions of
their researches. | thought this institute has good relationship to
local economy of Takayama. Developed technologies were
practically used in Takayama's furniture industry, their role and
position was clearly defined in local economy. Throughout this
inspection, | thought to determine the research themes by global
viewpoint are important, but to perform local or practical
researches are important similarly.

Regarding to lectures, |1 had interested in Mr.Umemura's
lecture. Usually, I don't think economy deeply, but under the
capitalislm, economy is one of the most important things for
human's life. By considering economic change between
postwar and Heisei era, | learned a transition of growth process
and some failures in Japanese economy.

As a whole, | had very good time in this seminar. | made
many different major's friends through the seminar, and | knew
what is performing in this united school. In a doctor course,
each student works in each laboratory, so a chance to know
each other is very seldom. In the case of this united university,
each student belongs to each university may not meet except for
ceremonies. | think this seminar is very good chance to know
united university and each other, so it must be continued in

future.



Suggestion

| offer some suggestions to improve next year's seminar. At
first, throughout this year's seminar, | felt that we don't have
enough time in our schedule. If we have more time in student's
presentation and lectures, | want to ask some questions and to
discuss about each presentation and lecture. Regarding to
overcrowded schedule, I suggest that a presentation in a room
divide to two or three rooms. To perform student's presentation
in a room is a better way to know each student what he or she is
doing, but it needs much time and too long to listen
interestingly.

Secondly, all presentations must be performed by English. |
performed my presentation in Japanese, but many participants
could not understand because they are English speakers. | am
regretting not perform my presentation in English. For foreign
students' understand and for my English practice, | should have
tried to perform a presentation in English.

Thirdly, regarding to this report, (TTJ words in English is too
long. | already finished translating almost of all the impressions
written in Japanese. | want to reach [(ITJ words in this report,
but I don't have more ideas to write, so | finish this report here.
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This paper is containing a common seminar [J general report
which was held at National Norikura Youth House, Takayama,
Gifu prefecture between August 11" -September O ™, [111J for
the graduate students organized by The United Graduate School
of Agricultural Science, Gifu University.

O . Preparation and Accomodation
0 About two weeks prior to departure date, the students had
received some notices and information booklets concerning the
agenda, the location map and picture, the weather situation, and
some personal belongings which could be needed by the student
during the activity.O It was very useful and helpful effort made
by rendai office.

0 The students met at rendai office at 0 O am, and left for
Takayama city by bus punctually.C0 During two and half hours
trip, the bus made only one stop at Hirugano Kogen Station for
relaxation and lunch time.0 This transportation vehicle was



very comfort and the bus crew was a good driver. The beautiful
scenery along the road was also bring another good point of
view about Japan and its environment to foreign students.

O The National Norikura Youth House was a good choice made
by rendai office. The bedroom and participant listing for each
room were also very suitable. The various nationality of
students mixed in one room have a great effect on student's
multicultural understanding and language barrier solution. The
collective duties led by one Japanese student has done every
morning in some proper places such as bedroom, toilet and
lobby by all students.

After the 0 OJ am morning ceremony organized by National
Norikura Youth House, the students went to dining hall for
breakfast. For lunch and dinner, the dining hall opens during
(MM - pm and O -0 pm, respectively. The
Japanese menu, the food quality and quantity served by the chef
were healthy, tasty and in accordance with foreign student's
appetite. The chef was very helpful to foreign student by wrote
the menu's information such as containing pork or beef.

O . Content of General Seminar Lecture

On August [II" (1111, there was an orientation for students.
After the opening ceremony and the introduction to some
Proffesors, lectures, researcher, and rendai staff whose also
accompanying the activity, the students took an orientation
In the
evening, there was a welcoming party held by rendai office for

class about the Youth House informations and rules.
about two hours. In this welcoming party, the students
introduced themselves and made a valuable network for the
future duties and interest among them.

00O General Seminar : How to write and publish scientific two
papers in English.

Presented by : Proffesor Kazuhiro Takamizawa O Gifu
Universityd .

Date : August[TIst[TTT] O] -] amO .

In this session, the students received a valuable information
concerning the importances of scientific paper and the steps to
followed from start writing the manuscript, discussion with the
supervisor, submitting the manuscript to journal and how to
treat the reviewer's suggestion and comments.

OO0 General Seminar
field soil.

Presented by :

. Autotrophic nitrification in acidic tea

Proffesor Masahito Hayatsu [1 Shizuoka
University .

Date : August[11*,(011T1J OO -1 {17 amOd .

In this session, the students received the explanation about
nitrification as a principal processes in the nitrogen cycle in

natural ecosystem and in agricultural fields. Denitrification is

the main process of N-O production in acid tea field soil.

Fungal aerobic denitrification seems to play a significant role in

N-O production in tea field soil.

0O General Seminar : Types of gardens in Japanese castle town.
Presented by : Professor Kunihiro Sasakid Shinsu University[]
Date : August(*, 10 ({101 -1 amO .

In this session, students received a brief explanation
concerning Matsushiro town located in the center of Nagano
city. Including the history, network of watercourses and
features of garden.

0O General Seminar : Effective utilization of forestry and

agricultural residue.

Presented by : Dr. Siaw Onwona-Agyemari] Gifu University[]

Date : September O *,(IT O -[TI{17 amO .

In this session, students received the explanation about the
urgent need for biomass utilization in general and the current
biomass conversion technologies. Also about the pressurized
steam and compression method in adding value to different
kinds of forestry and agricultural residue.

00O General Seminarr : The studies on animal cellulases.
Presented by : Ni Jinfeng, Ph.D.O Tsukuba University[ .
Date : September O *, 1T O -1 amO

In this session, students received the explanation about
cellulose as the most abundant renewable biomasses, the
concept and classification of cellulose, the history, purification
and characterization, the cloning of animal cellulose's cDNA etc.
00O General Seminar : Japanese economy and present problems.

Presented by : Mr Masao Umemura O Gifu University[ .

Date : September O *, (11O -1 amO

In this session, students received the explanation about
Japanese economy background, the efforts made by the
economists, and recently various problems after having been
rich.

00O General Seminar : Research Presentation.

By : students.

Date : August 11" and September O *, ITOMI -0
pmQO .

In this session, each student had to introduce their ongoing
research in[1J minutes. It was very interesting to learn a new
knowledge from another student's research. Unfortunately, a lot
of students could not managing the allocation time properly.
They took more than 1] minutes, and it made the time became
longer for the next presenter.

O . Conclusion
Generally, this common seminar [ general] activities were

educated, good, exciting and comfortable. The general seminar

session which were present by Proffesors also were interesting



and valuable. For next year, student who will present their
research should follow the rule such as the allocation of
presentation time. In the mean time, we would like to thank you
for all the Proffesors and the rendai office and staff for their
kindness and assistances during the activities.
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- Impression -

At first, When | heard that | must participate this seminar, |
felt anxiety. Because, | am freshman in Gifu university and |
have not so many friends and | don't know about Gifu
university. Usually, | spend almost time in my laboratory every
day. | had never met another laboratory people before now. So,
I lost confidence myself. But, | noticed as soon that it was my
misunderstanding. | could make many friends and talked with
them. | was surprised many things by this seminar. For
example, oversea students speaking Japanese language very
well, in spite of some students stayed short time in Japan. They
were well impressed to me by their debating with English
conversation, and positive question, and their speaking, and
content of slide show, and their explanation. | assume that this
seminar was for students. | think that we must don't remember
our staff. | appreciate your concern. | wish this seminar is
prospering more than more.

Thank you.
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The common seminar for doctoral course students of United
Graduate School of Gifu University that was held in Norikura,
Gifu Prefecture on August (1" to September O ™, [I11J, have
contributed lot of knowledge and new things for me. The
method of writing and publishing scientific papers in English
that presented by Prof. Kazuhiro Takamizawa motivated me to
work more harder than before. He suggested to start writing
manuscript from material and method chapter, because this

section is usually written in easy English and while writing this

r

chapter, we can feel the atmosphere of writing English, become
familiar to write, then after that we can more easily to write the
result.

The presentation by Prof. Sasaki Kunihiro about the types of
gardens in Japanese Castle Town was also very interesting,
because it's kind of new things to me. He explained that during
the Edo period.
abundant in Samurai residence gardens with ponds. There still

Matsushiro was formed into a castle town

remain some [TT] such gardens with ponds. Matsushiro was a
"garden city".

Related to my experiment about organic matter utilization for
agriculture, 1 would like to thanks to Dr.Siaw Onwona-
Agyeman for his presentation about the effective utilization of
forestry and agricultural residue: special emphasis on the
pressurized steam and compression method. In this lecture, it
was stated that the utilization of plant-based biomass materials
for energy offers the chance to reorganize agricultural
production towards an environmentally consistent system by
increasing the number of plant species and introducing new
alternative crops.

This common seminar also gave an opportunity for me to meet
new people: students from Shinsu University and Shizuoka
University, that improved my knowledge by listening to their
presentation materials. Although we are not from the same
subject but it was useful to know the problems and experiments
about other subjects. More than that, | could make new friends,
improving both, my English and Japanese. Unfortunately, |
think the program was not well-prepared thus it was a little
boring, Next time, it's much better for asking the students'
consideration and suggestions.
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The credit seminar for the first year doctoral students of the
United graduate school Agriculture comprising Shizuoka
University, Gifu University and Shinshu University was
Gifu

prefecture. It continued for four days from (0" August to O ™

organized at Norikura youth house, Takayama-shi,
September. The opening ceremony on (11" August which
included instructions to the participants, the Dean's address, self
introduction and a party marked the beginning of the seminar.
On the morning of (11" August, there was a useful seminar by
Prof. K. Takamizawa of Gifu University on "how to write and
With his much
experience, he gave us much practical approach and hints for

publish scientific papers in English".
writing papers in English. The second seminar in the morning
session was related to the nitrification in acidic tea field soil by
Prof.M. Hayatsu of Shizuoka University and the third seminar
was by Prof. K.Sasaki on types of gardens in Japanese castle
town. He explained us very briefly with clear photographs
about design and structure of the Matsushiro castle town in Edo
period OOTTHITTO .

After having lunch, the whole afternoon session was organized
for small presentations by every student participants about their
own research. This was a good opportunity to understand the
researches of our fellow participants. The afternoon session
was prolonged due to the over time taken by students to present
their research.

On the next day O O * September , in the morning session
there were again very useful seminars by Prof. Agyeman on
effective utilization of agricultural residue, seminar by Dr. Ni
Jinfeng on animal cellulose and the final lecture by Prof.
M.Umemura on Japanese economy. Prof. Umemura briefed us
on Japanese economy until the present period from World war
O with present and future expected problems. The afternoon
session was again for the students to explain their own research.
This day because of the precaution taken by everyone, the
session finished within time and we learnt different fields of
researches of others.

On the last day, we were taken to one research center which is
working on effective use of wood and related products for the
society especially for the handicap people. Later we visited
famous furniture manufacturing unit and a museum having old
Japanese 'Yatai' used in public festivals. All these destinations
were nice and learning experience especially for the foreign
students to know the Japan in detail.

The overall arrangement including the accommodation, food,
kindness of all the staff and teachers was unforgettable. We
wanted to see the historical city of Takayama-shi including its
famous old style houses and also wanted more time for



communication with our fellow friends in the evening, if could
have been possible.

On the whole the seminar was a rich experience where we
gained a lot of information. Furthermore it was nice opportunity
to meet various students and elite professors from other two
universities and to exchange views with them. The selection of
venue was very good as | found Norikura a very beautiful and
natural place. | wish such types of seminars are organized more
often.
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My name is Orapin Saritnum. | am one of students who had
participated in The United Graduate School of Agricultural
Sciences General Seminar for the year [(TTT]. | am first-year-
Ph.D student who belong in Doctor's course of The United
Graduate School of Agricultural Science, Gifu University.
Now, | am studying at The Laboratory of Plant Genetics and
Breeding, Faculty of Agriculture, Shinshu University. My

professor is Prof. Dr.Minami Mineo. | also have more teachers

r

such as Dr.Matsushima Ken-ichi and Nemoto Kazuhiro. In my
study, | study about pepper by molecular biotechnology. The
title of my thesis is "Genetic and Breeding Studies on
Functional Components in Spice Plants of Thailand". In my
research, | am had to interest in the pungent gene of pepper. So,
I am used the technique of quantitative trait locus 0O QTLO
mapping to determine the loci that are responsible for variation
in complex, quantitative traits. The achievement of this study
was to develop a PCR-based marker for the QTL that would
give breeders another tool in the development of new cultivars
in pepper. | am also had presentation about this research in this
seminar too.

In this seminar, there had many field of study such as Plant
Science of Biological Production, Animal Resource Production,
Insect Ecology, Agricultural Science, Agricultural Economic,
Science of Biological Resources, Science of Biological
Environment and Forestry. They were very interesting. At that
time, it was very good chance for me to learn and know more in
the other field of work. This new knowledge will be useful for
the future. In some study, I could have some consultation and
discussion in the research. | also had sharing in some
techniques and methods of reserch with the other student from
the other university too. We could exchange the knowledge
together that it will be useful for our research. The new
knowledge and information which concerned with my research
will be applied to use in my research in the future.

Moreover, there had lecturers who had speech in this seminar
too. TAKAMIZAWA Kazuhiro, Gifu University, presented
about "How to write and publish scientific two papers in
English". This content is very interesting. It will be useful for
HAYATSU

Masahito, Shizuoka University, presented about "Autotrophic

me to prepare for paper's writing in the future.

Nitrification in Acidic Tea Field Soil". It was very intersting.
SASAKI Kunihiro, Shinshu University, presented about "Types
of Gardens in Japanese Castle Town". This is the new
knowledge that | could understand in Japanese system and
ONWONA-

presented about

management. It was very interesting too.
AGYEMAN SIAW, Gifu University,
"Effective Utilization of Forestry and Agricultural Residue".
It will be
useful for forest plantations and agricultural production in the

This project is very interesting for erosion's area.
future. Ni Jinfeng, Tsukuba University, presented about "The
Studies on Animal Cellulases". It was a good knowledge and
very interesting. These knowledge of this study will be very
useful for me to apply for using in my further research and
UMEMURA Masao, Gifu University presented

about "Japanese Economy and Present Problems"”. It was very

study too.



interesting. Many things were good knowledge. They will be
advantage and advancement in the future.

During four days that | had participated in this seminar, | had
many activities to learn and enjoy with many new friends from
Gifu University, Shizuoka University and Shinshu University.
Every morning, we had some meeting, exercising and cleaning
together. After that we had breakfast and seminar. For food in
this seminar, the menu of meal in each day is very nice. The
food was fresh and delicious. The chef also had a good service
to everybody too. After finish dinner, we had some sport such
as badminton and basketball. At night, we also had a small
party that we could have communication and make relationships
with many friends. There was very good chance to meet the
new friends. | also could have many new friends who are very
nice friends for me in this time too.

In addition, | had some trip with this seminar's participant too.
We went to visit in Chubu-Sangaku National Park, Hida-
Northern Japan Alps, Natural Culture Center, Gifu Prefectural
Human Life Technology Research Institution, Factory, Art and
Festa Forest in Takayama. There were very interesting. | had
enjoyed in the Japanese style and culture which were very fun
and lovely. It was very good trip for communicating and
making friendships too. There was a nice time for me. Many
things are great and successful. | appreciate in this seminar and
trip. It will be good memory for me. Everything which | learn
and have experience to participate in this seminar will be
helpful in developing me and my study in the future. | will do
my best.

Furthermore, | also would like to express my sincere thanks to
all teachers and staff in this seminar for their helps and
friendships. Thank you very much for this common seminar in
1.

goooo

First 1 remind the clouds under my knees and the fresh air
around me. The Takayama was enough space for awakening
the passion to my aim. | frightened many students and their
cheerfulness in the building. Also, the morning ceremony was a
good experience for me to know the Japanese spirits.

Different cultures, languages, skin colors and major research
fields made me concern how | associate with them. However,
every student was very kind and familiar, they don't regard to
different life styles. Also, | was very pleasure that | could meet
two Korean friends. We had many drinking parties in every
night, and that time was good chance to associate with students

and professors.

During the seminar, we had the chance to listen six special
lectures, and every lecture was really good. Among them, two
special lectures were really impressive to me. The one is about
the English paper writing by Professor Takamizawa Kazuhiro.
He showed some rough English sentences and proposed to
correct to students. That time, | could realize my mistakes of
my draft reports. The other is about the wooden board which it
produced by forestry and agricultural residue by Professor
Onwona-Agyeman Siaw. That was surprising method to make
a board by all kind of plants as well as by meadows.

For two days, we had a number of presentations which all
themes were different fields and not all presentation in English.
There were a few animal fields or molecular fields, but
cultivation and forestry administration were plentiful. Many
Japanese presentations were very difficult to understand for me
because the terms of those fields could not understand. Also,
the lecture time was too short to introduce my research. This
seminar would not be an exercise to improve the ability of the
short presentation against the different part of researchers.
However, | appreciate to all staffs who made the seminar plans
and administration.

In the last day, we visited a life technology institute and a
Hida's furniture company. It was really impressive for me that
those industry had lead the Japanese life and economy. Final
event was at the special festival in Hida. Although I could not
understand the history, the huge towers and the big drum
performance was really fantastic.

Finally, 1 will not forget this seminar, and | wish | can have
the next chance to participate the common seminar in(TTT0.

oooo

The general seminar for this year, (TT11, has been held at the
National Norikura Youth House, in Gifu prefecture, during (1]
August to [0 September[ITTT]. | and another O students from
Faculty of Agriculture, Shinshu University, went to the place of
SASAKI
Kunihiro. On the way to Norikura, we must passed the winding

seminar by the car of university, driving by Prof.
road and through many high mountains. It caused my friend
and me so faint.

But after reached the place on 1] August(TTT] around [(T1{T]
o'clock, | felt better gradually because the atmosphere and the
nice scenery of Norikura, a very nice place and cooler than
Shinshu University area. After registration, we had an open
ceremony and orientation with all professors and students. On
the second day, the lectures and presentations, (IJ August 1117,

in the morning part was the lecture from Prof.



TAKAMIZAWA Kazuhiro from Gifu University on the theme
of "How to write and publish scientific two papers in English"
presented in English. It was really interesting and useful lecture
for my student life here in Japan, professor said that we must be
a hard worker and do not be lazy because it is quite difficult to
publish two good research papers in the famous journal. The
second lecture theme was "Autotrophic nitrification in Acidic
tea field soil" instructed by Prof. HAYATSU Masahito from
In the
afternoon was the presentation of the students, the first

Shizuoka University, this lecture also attractive.

presenter was Thai student from Gifu University, his research
title was "Application of respiration rate for predicting ascorbic
acid content in broccoli floret”. It was new information for me
that broccoli may lose Ascorbic acid or vitamin C after
harvesting and stored for some days. The seminar continued
until O O3 pm, during the period of time, there were many
interesting research titles.

On the third day of the seminar, | September [(TTTJ, in the
morning part, there were also lectures from professors, first,
Prof. SASAKI Kunihiro from Shinshu University, the title was
"Types of gardens in Japanese castle town", | was attracted very
much in this lecture because it was the study of Japanese culture
and garden architectures from Edo period of Japan. And second
was the lecture from Dr.ONWONA-AGYEMAN Siaw from
Gifu University on the title of "Effective utilization of forestry
and agriculture residue" and Dr. NI Jingfeng "The studies on
animal cellulose" this lecture was motivating but quite difficult
for me. After that, was the lecture from Professor UMEMURA
Masao from Gifu University, the title was "Japanese economy
and present problems" these lectures caused many students
including me awaked and attended on the economy situation
and the problems, and after finished the speech there were many
questions from students. In the afternoon of same day it was
my term to present my research, the title was "Comparative
study on the community structure of ground beetles
Carabidaed and the

agroecosystem of Thailand and Japan", my research objectives

O Coleoptera; role as predator in
are to examine the general species composition of ground
beetles and also their abundance and biology in different
enviroumental locations by using different methods, at the
Faculty of Agriculture of Chiang Mai University, the northern
Shinshu

University, Japan, and also to evaluate the role as predator of

part of Thailand, and Faculty of Agriculture,
some predominant species of ground beetles on the insect pest.
| felt so exciting but passed.

The O September (1111, the last day of seminar, we visited
Gifu prefectural human life technology research institute, and

museum in Takayama city. During the period of time of this
seminar | could learn much new knowledge and the most
important is | could make many new friends from different
university. | am thankful to the staffs of the United graduate
school of agricultural science, Gifu University for such
impressive seminar.

ooooo

Seminar or symposium is a common activity for student, not
expected for us as PhD student. Many seminars we have
already attended in national or international degree that suitable
with our specialist, but rather different with summer seminar at
Norikura. We didn't kwon well what the aim of summer
seminar, may be the aim the seminar only how the research
progress for each PhD student? It was that thought before
following this seminar.

Norikura is the nice place but so far for all university
specialize from Shizuoka. | went to Norikura with other first
year doctoral student from Shizuoka University by a university
bus with great enthusiasm. We reached at seminar place at O
p.m. There the student from three university; Gifu University,
Shinshu University and Shizuoka University gathered together.
At the first

introduced

Then at 0 p.m. our programme was started.
professor who comes from three universities
themselves and they described the importance this seminar.
The specialist purposed of this seminar was to guide the
students about their research and to give the student to
communicate with each others.

The second day, during the morning session, there were three
professors who give lecturers. The first lecture was given by
TAKAMIZAWA, Kazuhiro from Gifu University. The topic
"How to write and publish scientific two papers in English". In
his lectures he explains that without experimental results, we
can't write and manuscripts so don't be lazy! In general, he had
given proper guidelines about how to write and publish papers
which will definitely help the students for writing papers. He
also advised the students to avoid careless mistakes while
writing paper and to be patient. This matter was excellent, but
only one session. | thought the matter should be two sessions,
or available enough time for discussion later. Next lecture was
delivered by HAYASTU, Masahito from Shizuoka University,
with title "Autotrophic nitrification in acidic tea field soil". His
explanation that nitrification, the microbial oxidation of reduced
forms of nitrogen to nitrate, is one of the principal processes in
the nitrogen cycle in natural ecosystems and in agricultural
fields. The last lecture in morning session was given by



SASAKI, Kunihro from Shinshu University with topic: "Type
of garden in Japanese castle town". He explains about:
matsuhiro as a castle town, gardens remaining in matsushiro,
network of watercourses and features of garden.

In the afternoon session, it was time for student presentation.
Twenty-two students were delivered their research progress for
ten minutes presentation each student, but many students
couldn't use well that, so much times delay. On the other hands,
the time keeper was not strict to cut the presented, so this
session finished until O p.m.

In third day, during morning session there were three lectures
given by three professors. The first session was given by Siaw
Onwona, Agyeman with title "Effective utilization of forestry
and agricultural residue™ with concentration in special emphasis
on the pressurized steam and compression method. He
explained about biomass utilization in general with a brief
explanation of the current biomass conversion technology and
adding value to different kinds of forestry and agricultural
residues. The second lecture was given by Ni Jenfeng from
Tsukuba University with topic;" The studies on animal
celluloses”. The last lecture was given by UMEMURA, Masao
from Gifu University with topic; "Japanese economy and
present problems”. The same with second day, the student
presentation session was held in afternoon.  Twenty-four
students presented in this session. This session was better that
the second day because we have experience especially for time
arrangement and we have good time keeper in this session.
Thanks you for Agyeman sensei.

In the last day, before we back to our university, we were
taken to visit two furniture industries. After that, lunch was
arranged for us and after having our lunch we went back
Shizuoka University. In general, summer seminar had done
well.  Although, we are tired with this activities but we are
happy. Many new friends from another country we get. | really
enjoyed with this programme and nice experience. Thanks for
Agyeman sensei, mas Evri, Muja for badminton playing and
everyone who organized this programme.

University on[1TT].

See you at Gifu
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The general seminar[T11] was organized by United Graduated
School of Agricultural Science of Gifu University, and was
carried out from August (TJ up to September O at Hida
The
general seminar was attended by 1] Doctoral Students] O * and

Takayama Youth Hostel, Takayama, Gifu Prefecture.
O ™ graded from Gifu University, Shinshu University,
Shizuoka University and lecturer from same universities under
United Graduate School Gifu
University.

of Agricultural Science,

In general, this seminar was very useful, beneficial and
resulted in strong motivation for student because several areas
of interests of knowledge were presented during O days
seminars. We gained plenty information, either that was
coming from the same area of interest of different area of
interest, even though just as a new information. The event of
general seminar was a chance to share a lot of information each
other and an opportunity to carryout discussions with other
students or presenters from the same or different area of interest
either from my own university, or from other universities.

Lectures were presented by lecturers from some universities
were directed to easy understand and driving us to extend our
mind by presenting new issues or topics. Another important
point is, the presentation system was performed by providing by
bilingual system [ read: translator, Dr.Agyeman{ , hence the
language barrier was becoming no problem anymore. |
believed everyone successfully catches the main point of each
presentation topic with bilingual system applied during the
seminar.

In addition, from this general seminar as well, we were guided
how to writing scientific paper professionally and efficiently, as
was presented by Prof. Takamizawa, from Gifu University.
There were copy of some correspondence letters were attached
in guidance book as examples to guide us to understand more
the tricks to write scientific letter and scientific paper.

Prof. Hayatsu Masahito from Shizuoka University given a
lecture on "Autotrophic Nitrification in Acidic Tea Field Soil".
I had a background of Soil science and a bit of biogeochemical
cycle, so | had catches the main point of this topic, namely the
nitrification pfocess.

Prof. Sasaki Kunihiro from Shinsu University presented the
typical of Garden in Japanese Castle Town. During this time |



do not know that every shape, structure, watercourses, was
contructed based on particular reason and objective. According
to this presentation it was obvious for me to know more the
landscape of Japanese castle town.

Dr. Agyeman siaw from Gifu University presented the new
issues related to new innovation on the residue of forestry and
agricultural product to be utilized for many purposes, such as
for agricultural practice or soil erosion protection.

O DrJinfeng Ni, from national Institute of Agrobiological
Sciences was talking more about the "animal celluloses".
Although this field is different with my area of interest, since it
was a new area of my interest to know more about celluloses of
animal.

O Mr. Umemura Masao from Gifu University presented about
the current condition of Japanese economy trend when and its
problem when is related to global economy condition. He told
us that[1J years ago Japan was poor country and with the hard
work for long time eventually can catch successfully up the
achievement and can compete European and American
economy.

Gifu University as a hosted organizer looked working
professionally and managed all appropriate programs timely,
including the visit to some interesting place that opened our
mind about eco-friendly technology around Gifu. The room
arrangement for student enabled us to communicate each other
freely and friendly, also with our neighborhood. In addition we
communicate formally during the presentation session, we can
also communicate informal beyond the presentation session,
such us during the meal time, the break time and during gather
in our room. It was quite good arrangement.

The location of general seminars was really the place that
everyone heed, so green, clean air, eco-friendly nature, serve
nice scenery from high point, surrounded by nice mountain.
This nature location enable the seminar become more and more
comfortable and achieve the target. Equipped by so many
facilities, we can enjoy our time with other students and other
communities who staying as well. During the free time we can
enjoy the sport in sport center, playing badminton, volley ball,
futsal and others. We were really impressed with the nature
surround the seminar place.

good
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Courses | Major Chairs Subjects Positions | Lecturer In-Charge | Credit hours|  Period Places
0000 |0000O00 (0D0D0O00) ooo) gooooo (000 | (DoooD (00O
Faculty of
_Component breeding Professor | MINAMIC Mineo 0 2nd week Ag.rlculture,
ol in crop December | Shinshu
Rssr:)turce University
Production Present  Status - of 2nd week i\acrlijcltuylturct)af
Protected Professor | NUKAYAO Akira N Januar Sr?izuoka '
Horticultural in Japan y o
University
o Faculty of
2, Lipid in Mammalian . 3rd week | Agriculture,
% Embryo Development Professor | TSUJIIT Hirotada - December | Shinshu
=1 University
w .
=l Environmental 3rd week !:acrlijtl:tuyltur(izf
S Contamination in Egg | Professor | MORIO Makoto M g '
= Production December | Shizuoka
% University
é_ Animal Native Domestic Faculty of Applied
1 Resource Animals of East Asia: Professor ITOO Shin‘ichi M 4th  week | Biological
=) Production Origin-Diversity- December | Sciences, Gifu
Culture Univ.
Genetic Faculty of Applied
olvmorohism  of Associate MURAYAMA M 2nd week | Biological
gorzesticpanimals Professor Miho November | Sciences, Gifu
Univ.
I Faculty of Applied
Fertilization ~and YOSHIZAKI 1st week | Biological
hatching processes in | Professor - | . .
avian eqas [ Norio August Sciences, Gifu
99 Univ.
Faculty of
w
2. Regulatory TSUYUMU 2nd week | Agriculture,
m 3 mechanisms in plant | Professor - mn| .
S8 : : Shinji December | Shizuoka
=2 Management pathogenic bacteria University
g of Biological -
S 3 | Envionment | Insect population Faculty of Applied
g s pop TSUCHIDAD 4th week | Biological
~Q structure and related | Professor - M - .
3 phenomena Koji December | Sciences, Gifu
- Univ.
Utilization of | Basic chemistry and 3rd week E?g:gn;c(; Applied
Biological biochemistry of plant | Professor | OHASHIO Hideo (| March Scienges Gifu
w Resources constituents . '
2. Univ.
o3 Faculty of
§ =} Topics of Asian Professor TAHARA 0 1st week | Agriculture,
o .
3 g R . fermented foods O Yasutaka December | Shizuoka
=Y eg‘f'a“o,” University
S | of Biological
= | Functions ) )
Topics of Asian Professor 0 0 2nd week 0
fermented foods O December

O Those students who are interested in above the subjects are requested to make direct inquiries through telephone or e-mail.
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these universities. A This stem represents its supportiveness to
research and education. The “ D” shaped three half circles of the
leaves represent the Doctoral courses and the green color reflects the
study in the field of agricultural sciences.
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